
Life at 
Roman Way Academy 

Choosing a school for your child can be quite a 
challenging and emotional time. We hope this 
presentation supports your decision to choose 
Roman Way Academy.

What can Roman Way Academy offer?

*Dedicated and committed staff who ensure your 
child has the very best start in education and 
continues throughout their journey with us.

*Strong transition between classes and key stages.

*Bright, airy, modern and well resourced 
classrooms.

*Beautiful grounds with a wide range of outdoor 
equipment and opportunities for outdoor learning.

*Our own outdoor heated swimming pool.

*We recognise the importance of working closely 
with parents and carers to provide a positive 
experience for all.

*Our school is a happy place for children and adults.

*Our incredibly hardworking Roman Way 
Supporters who organise fundraising events and 
also support the school with events such as 
Christmas Productions, Sports Days etc.

*A strong and supportive school community.

Please have a look through this PowerPoint at the 
wonderful provision we can offer your child.



The Nursery Environment 

We would like to warmly welcome you to 
our Roman Way Academy Nursery.

Our Nursery setting is warm, friendly and 
provides a caring and stimulating 
environment for children aged 3-4years.

Our Nursery has a wonderful team who 
are trained in best practice and share the 
same passion of delivering exceptional 
childcare.

We understand that no two children are 
the same. By caring and meeting each 
child’s individual needs we know that they 
can experience a sense of achievement 
and success.



Our outdoor and indoor learning environment is very well resourced to provide a fun, nurturing, 
imaginative and stimulating  education. The early years are critical in a child’s development and we 
aim to provide a setting where children feel emotionally safe and secure so children can flourish 
and reach their full potential. Our focus on getting to know each and every pupil enables our 
practitioners to deliver our Early Years curriculum best suited to the individual. 

There are morning, afternoon or full day sessions for children entitled to 15 or 30 hours of 
childcare and we offer a Nursery lunch club where children have an opportunity to socialise with 
their peers and in normal circumstances the children would be able to have a hot meal from the 
school canteen. 



What will my child be learning? 

• We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum which has 7 areas of learning and 
development, these are:

• 3 Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; Communication and 
Language. 

• 4 Specific Areas: Literacy; Mathematics; Understanding the World; Expressive Arts and Design.

• The overarching principles for EYFS are:  

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-
assured. 

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

• children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their 
individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

• children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 



How does my child learn? 
We look at three characteristics of effective learning:
• Playing and exploring - engagement

• Finding out and exploring

• Playing with what they know

• Being willing to ‘have a go’

• Active learning - motivation

• Being involved and concentrating

• Keeping trying

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

• Creating and thinking critically - thinking

• Having their own ideas

• Making links

• Choosing ways to do things



We understand the importance of physical development and 
therefore provide opportunities for young children to be active 
and interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control, and 
movement. 



We ensure that through our values, rules, diverse 
curriculum and teaching we promote tolerance and respect 
for all cultures, faiths and lifestyles.



The children are encouraged to access a wide range of reading materials 
to ignite their interests and develop the confidence and skills in 
expressing themselves. Through our creative small world activities, the 
children are given opportunities to experience a rich language 
environment.



Mathematical learning opportunities are provided both indoors and 
outdoors where children develop their skills and understanding of 
mathematical language and concepts.



Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a  
wide range of media and materials. Children are encouraged to share their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, 
movement, dance, role play and design and technology.



Children are encouraged to investigate, explore 
and  develop critical thinking skills through 
play.



The Reception Environment 
Our Early Years classes include two well organised and resourced  Reception classes which boast 
brightly lit and spacious rooms. The layout of these classrooms encourage children to become 
independent learners where they take charge of their learning by accessing resources easily.



A Typical Day in Reception 

Start and end times are subject to change during 

COVID 19

• Arrive at school ready to start at 9:00am

• Busy fingers activity

• Registration, timetable and daily calendar

• Adult Led Session

• Child Initiated Learning (with snack)

• Adult Led Session – Quick Maths or Quick Write

• Phonics

• Lunch Time 11:45 – 12:45pm

• Adult Led Session

• Child Initiated Learning

• Story

• Home 3:20pm



Learning in an outdoor environment allows children to interact with the elements 
around us and helps them to gain an understanding of the world we live in. They can 
experience animals in their own surroundings and learn about their habitats and 
lifecycles. The outdoors space in our Early Years setting will give children the sense 
of freedom to make discoveries by themselves. Children enjoy developing their own 
ideas or creating games and activities to take part in with their friends. They’ll begin 
to understand what they can do by themselves and develop a ‘can do‘ attitude, which 
will act as a solid foundation for future learning.



Music makes a significant contribution to our children’s development here at Roman Way. 
We offer a high quality music curriculum that engages and inspires our children to develop a love 
of music and their talent as a musician. Pre-COVID, we offered a wide range of music clubs and 
children have represented the school in events in the local and wider community. Every year the 
children prepare and participate for school concerts and musical productions during key times of 
the year. 



At Roman Way, our school library plays an important role in the children’s learning. We 
have a huge range of books that children have access to for a number of reasons. 
Children are encouraged to borrow books to share with their adults at home for either 
bedtime stories or to support research for their homework. Each class is timetabled to 
visit the library weekly during which children get to experience what it is like to be in a 
real library.



Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English. Children who are good 
readers tend to achieve better across the curriculum. At Roman Way, we value the 
importance of reading and offer a well organised and  fully resourced reading hub that 
has fictional and non fictional texts. Children are encouraged to independently choose 
books and progress through the levels by improving their reading skills, strategies, 
fluency and inference. The reading hub also offers a place for quiet and calm guided 
reading sessions for groups of children. 



Physical activity is a very important part of our school day. At Roman Way, we believe that exercise not only 
improves a child’s overall health and fitness but also helps to improve their mental health and cognitive 
development as well. By doing physical exercise, children are more likely to concentrate and maintain focus in 
lessons. In normal  circumstances we offer a variety of lunchtime and afterschool sports clubs, which allow 
children the opportunity to learn new skills and participate in school competitions. Through the sports partnership 
link, our children represent the school and participate in many annual sporting events in the local community. Our 
school hall provides a safe space for structured physical exercise sessions and opportunities for wet play during 
the winter months. Our outdoor space includes a large field which supports PE sessions during the dry months 
and facilitates other events including ‘Sports Day’, Summer Fair and other celebrations. 



Roman Way Swimming Pool  
Roman Way Academy is the 
only school in Royston that 
has their own swimming pool.

Children from Nursery to 
Year 4 participate in 
swimming lessons in the warm 
season. These sessions form 
part of our PE and wider 
opportunities curriculum and 
are delivered by a trained 
instructor. 



We offer before and after school provision for children from the 
age of Reception to Year 4. During the COVID pandemic, children  
at Roman Way have continued to enjoy the option of hot meals.

At Roman Way, we have a great dining space 
where children can sit and have a positive lunch 
time experience. 

We offer a good variety of healthy hot and cold 
meal options from our school canteen. 

It is a space where children practise their social 
skills with their friends whilst having their lunch 
and provides time away from the classroom.

Our dining room is equipped with a small kitchen 
area that is used for home science sessions 
where children engage in cooking experiences. 

The dining room space supports our breakfast 
club provision before school each day and is 
used by Fair Play, an independently run after 
school provision, to support parents with child 
care. 



Outdoor play provides an important environment to foster brain development, motor 
skills, social and cognitive development, as well as being fun. At Roman Way we are very 
fortunate to have beautiful grounds where children go for playtimes and lunch times. 
During this brief period where they get to decide what games to play and develop their 
social skills, they are also gaining in confidence and are more likely to feel good about 
themselves.



The playground maximises opportunities for the children to interact, explore, enrich, 
build and to learn from their peers. It teaches them how to discuss their views and 
feelings and  listen to those of others. The practice of expressing themselves, risk-
taking and sharing are all important stepping stones on the path to approaching 
adulthood with the ability to discuss, debate and empathise.



Roman Way Academy has a variety of climbing equipment that has been carefully 
selected to enhance different areas of physical and mental development. Apart from 
the strength- building benefits, climbing equipment encourages the sturdy 
development of gross motor skills such as hand-eye and foot-eye coordination, along 
with leadership and problem-solving skills.



At Roman Way, we value the importance of exercise and the 
impact of this on children’s health. To encourage an active 
lifestyle, we have a spacious bike shelter where bikes are 
stored securely when children choose to cycle or scoot to school.



Year 1 and 2 classrooms are located in the Michel Bailey Building. Children 
learn in new designed and spacious classrooms which supports the transition 
from early years to Key Stage One . 



At Roman Way we take pride in our outdoor learning. All Key Stage One 
classrooms have access to well resourced outdoor classroom where teachers 
deliver curriculum-based lessons to include a variety of subjects, such as 
maths, art, science etc.



Role play and small world activities form an important part in a 
child’s learning that supports the development of social skills and 

use of their imaginations in different scenarios.



At Roman Way, our Key Stage two children learn in brightly lit and fully resourced 
classrooms. Children have the opportunity to take on leadership roles within the school 
including supporting staff during assemblies, lunchtimes, sports days and other duties 
around the school that prepare them for the next stages in life. Strong positive working 
relationships with the middle and upper school ensures a smooth transition for our pupils 
into year 5. 



Keeping your child safe 
• Medication: Any children that require medication you must fill out a 

form at the school office.  Children who require inhalers must have 
one in school at all times with an appropriate spacer and please do 
check the expiry date. If your child is new to the school and has 
asthma please do ask the office for a form to fill in so that we can 
establish whether the severity of the asthma means that a care plan is 
required. We must be informed of any allergies or any other medical 
condition.

• Picking your child up: If someone different is picking your child up 
you must let the teacher or teaching assistant know in the morning and 
write it on the pick-up sheet or if there is change during the day you 
must ring the office. If someone different will be regularly picking up 
your child such as a child minder then please write a brief note with 
the days and name of person responsible for collecting. 



Communication and 
Parental Involvement 

• Communication is so important, it plays a huge role in ensuring that we 
are able to support your child. If you need to speak to a teacher then 
please make an appointment with the school office. The start and end 
of the days are very busy with ensuring the safe arrival and departure 
of the children so we are unable to have conversations at those times. 
We will of course pass on any urgent messages. 

• Parent consultations: these are usually held in the Autumn and Spring 
Terms.

• Workshops and open days run throughout the year and will be 
advertised via the newsletters and email.

• Special assemblies and Christmas productions (subject to COVID-19 
guidelines).



Marvellous Me 

• We also use Marvellous Me as a way of letting you know 
when your child has been marvellous in school. We can award 
badges and write brief messages. It is also used to inform 
you of what we are up to in class. 

• Once your child has started in September you will be given a 
sign-up code.

• https://marvellousme.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/MarvellousMe-Parent-Quick-Reference.pdf

https://marvellousme.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/MarvellousMe-Parent-Quick-Reference.pdf


Gallery



Key 
Information 

NURSERY

• Children can start Nursery the term 
after their third birthday.

• The closing date for Nursery 
applications for September 2021 
is 12th February 2021.

• The link is on our website and there 
are also application forms available 
from the school office.

RECEPTION AND MIDDLE SCHOOL

• The closing date for Reception and 
Middle School applications for 
September 2021 is 15th January 
2021.

• Please visit: 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
to apply.

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions


We look forward 
to meeting you. 
Please contact 
the school office 
for further 
information
01763 241535
admin@romanway.
herts.sch.uk


