Roman Way Academy
Prospectus

Welcome To Roman Way Academy
The purpose of this prospectus is to help you to know more about life and learning
at Roman Way Academy.
At Roman Way First School we have a clear understanding of how children learn
and continually strive to provide the best possible conditions to facilitate this. We
acknowledge that we live in a changing world and that we need to prepare our
children for tomorrow’s needs. Consequently, we not only place fundamental value
on learning but also on developing learners and well rounded individuals prepared
for life beyond school.
We acknowledge the importance of developing a caring and stimulating
environment, where children’s high self-esteem enables them to take risks in
learning and to learn conﬁdently through their mistakes.
We teach children that getting ‘stuck’ is not a sign of failure, it is developing
strategies for independence. We encourage children to ask questions and for them
to learn how to solve challenges and problems.
We make it our business to strive for excellence, empowering children to be happy
and responsive. Children are challenged within the delivery of an enriched, creative
and linked curriculum. We are an inclusive school that develops independence,
responsibility, kindness and good manners through a detailed and extensive
personal, social and health education programme.
The best way to understand our school aims and values is to make an appointment
and visit the school ‘in action’. We hope that this will be the beginning of a long and
successful home school partnership between us.
We look forward to welcoming you to Roman Way Academy. An Ancient Chinese
proverb says: Tell me and I forget, teach me and I learn, involve me and I remember.

Mrs P Baxter (Head Teacher) and Mrs S Connell

(CEO)

The Aims of Our School

School Times

At Roman Way we believe every child has the right to equality of opportunity and
access to the whole curriculum. We aim to provide a learning environment for every
child which:

The Nursery runs every morning from 8.45am – 11.45am, and every afternoon
from 12.30-3.30. Our school secretary is also happy to take any messages and pass
them on. Parents are welcome to make an appointment to discuss any
concerns/matters with the class teacher or head teacher.

is safe and secure
is exciting, challenging and relevant
develops the conﬁdence and talents of each individual
fosters self-esteem, self-awareness and motivated learning
promotes the qualities of being resourceful, reﬂective and resilient
(appropriate to individual needs)
offers a broad, balanced and enriching curriculum

We have a Breakfast club, which starts at 8.00 a.m for children from Reception age
upwards. It is a lovely social time for children to share their breakfast together and
then play games or chat.

Roman Way Academy caters for children from Nursery to Year 4 (ages 3yrs- 9yrs).
We value the strong sense of community both within the school setting and in the
local area.

Equal Opportunities
We build equality of opportunity into all that we do, with pupils and with staff:
developing our school as a place where all are valued and respected
providing equality of opportunity in our employment practices
providing learning and development opportunities for all our staff to
enable us to fulﬁll our commitment to equality
taking any complaints about inequality seriously.
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Lunch Times
Lunchtime is from 12.00 –1.00pm for Reception and Key Stages 1 and 2. Nursery
lunch club is from 11.40-12.20 (morning children) and until 12.30pm (afternoon
children)
We like to encourage all our children to have a school dinner. These are cooked on
site, in our school kitchen, and from carefully planned nutritionally balanced menus
which always include choice. There is a choice of 2 hot meals or a school packed
lunch, one of which is vegetarian Children are able to choose their main course in
advance. Meals for children in Reception to Year 2 are provided free of charge
under a government backed scheme.
The menus are published and are available from the school ofﬁce. For additional
information please ask the class teacher or at the school ofﬁce.
Children may bring a packed lunch instead of having a school meal. Parents are
asked to ensure that packed lunches are also nutritious and do not contain sweets
or ﬁzzy drinks. If you would like your child to go home to lunch we will ask you to put
your permission for this in writing.

Morning Break
Nursery, Reception and Key Stage 1 are provided with a piece of fruit or vegetable
for their mid-morning snack. Children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to bring in
their own fruit or vegetable snacks from home, although spare fruit is sometimes
available. Free milk is provided in Nursery and is available at a subsidised cost to
the rest of the school. All children are encouraged to bring in water bottles which
can be purchased at the School Ofﬁce and reﬁlled during the day. Children have
access to either their water bottle or water fountain throughout the day as we
appreciate the importance of being hydrated.
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Teaching Time
Learning takes place both indoors and outdoors and we are fortunate to have huge
playing ﬁelds, a swimming pool, nature area with pond as well as large playgrounds
with benches, a pavilion, ﬁxed play equipment and lots of trees for shade.
Our curriculum is topic based in order to provide real and relevant learning
experiences for our children. We follow the Primary National Curriculum and use
this with a cross curricular planning approach to provide a broad and balanced fun
curriculum which engages children in their learning.

Children
Children are central to the partnership. We encourage mutual respect and support
alongside care and consideration for others' physical well-being, feelings and
property. We want to enable our children to develop to their full potential and we
value the many achievements children make, both in school and outside school.
Sports, dancing, drama, clubs, societies, charity work, art, are just some of the things
children celebrate with us about their lives outside school. We teach children to
value their own abilities and achievements and those of others. They are
encouraged to develop self-discipline, organisational skills, conﬁdence and
independence. We aim to help them to develop respect and responsibility for
themselves, each other, the school and the wider environment.
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Parents
A good partnership with parents is vital to the school’s success as a learning
organisation. When parents and school work successfully together, the results
have a positive impact on the child’s development and learning. This can be seen as
two-way communication of information, knowledge and expertise. We ask our
parents to ensure that their children attend school regularly and behave well when
they are here.
Parents often volunteer to come into school to help out but if this is not possible
there are other ways to be part of the partnership: by taking an interest, supporting
children with homework, talking about learning, reading at home, and attending
events and assemblies.
We hold information meetings for all parents at the beginning of every new school
year and there are regular meetings for parents to discuss their child with the class
teacher. Records of Achievement (reports) are written at the end of the school year
for every child and sent home to parents. Open days are held so you can visit the
school whilst it is working.
Working with the Roman Way Supporters is another way to help school and get to
know other parents. This is a fund raising association with lots of social and
community events run on behalf of school. Parents also have representation on the
Governing body.
We hope that all parents will enjoy our working relationship and, indeed, parents
frequently tell us how much they will miss school when their children move on.
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Staff
All staff contribute to the children’s learning and well-being. We are a dedicated
team at Roman Way offering many activities beyond the curriculum, (see our
website for a current list of extra-curricular activities).
The team includes:
The Head
Assistant Head
Teachers, Teaching Assistants (TA)
Inclusion co-ordinator (INCo)
Midday Meals Supervisors (MSAs)
Ofﬁce Staff
Site Management (Caretaker, Cleaners, external contractors)
Cook and Kitchen Staff
Specialist Music Support Teacher
A current stafﬁng list can be found on our website.
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Governors

Community and Partnership Links

The Local Governing Body meets every term to discuss Roman Way’s speciﬁc
matters. In addition to this we have termly Standards meetings where alongside our
sister schools from the St Neots Hub, we analyse our strengths and areas we need
to improve on. We strive to offer the highest standards of education, care and
guidance to the young people entrusted to our care.

We have links with the community police, the local churches, local businesses, the
ﬁre and ambulance service, Scouts, Cubs, Rainbows, Youth Club and many
sporting organisations.

Parent governors are elected by parents and are your representatives on the
governing body. Some of our governors are also parents of children at the school
but are appointed in a different capacity. The governors meet once a term as a full
governing body and more frequently for committee meetings.

We maintain close links with other schools in Royston and the surrounding villages.
All schools in Royston belong to RASP - Royston Areas Schools Partnership- which
enables all of the schools’ Head teachers and staff to meet termly and
work together.
Our work with the sports partnership is a fantastic chance for children from all
schools to participate as a team in a variety of sporting events together.

A list of current governors can be found on our website.
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What is Taught at Roman Way?

Communication and language

As an Academy, Roman Way covers three different stages of education known as
Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Lower Key Stage 2.

Listening, attention, understanding, speaking and acting are a vital part of learning
in this area. The children will use talk as part of role play, making up narratives
when engaged in small world play, and retell familiar stories. They will enjoy a range
of stories and rhymes and develop vocabulary and speech.

Foundation Stage 3-5 Years Old
These are the early years of education, beginning in the Nursery and ending at the
end of the Reception year when the children will be ﬁve years old. The Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum is divided into seven areas of learning, although we
recognise that, in practice, many of these areas overlap. The areas of learning are
split into Prime and Speciﬁc areas of learning. The Prime Areas of learning are
Physical Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development and
Communication and Language. The Speciﬁc areas of learning include Literacy,
Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts and Design.

Mathematics
Children develop skills in this area through active learning. This will include
counting, sorting, matching, noticing patterns, and working with numbers, shapes,
space and measures. Mathematical understanding is developed through stories,
songs, games and imaginative play

Personal, social and emotional development
Children learn to work together, to share and co-operate, and manage their feelings
and behaviour. They are helped to develop good self-esteem and conﬁdence. This
area is the basis for success in all other areas of the curriculum.

.

Understanding The World
Children develop those skills that will help them make sense of the world. This
includes ﬁrst-hand experiences that encourage exploration, observation,
problem-solving, decision making and discussion. This forms the foundation for
later work in science, design and technology, history, geography and ICT.
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Physical Development
Children develop their skills of coordination, control, manipulation and movement.
They will learn about healthy living and learn how to manage self care
independently. The children will use a range of equipment both indoors and
outside, including holding pencils and pens and cutting with scissors.

Expressive Arts and Design
Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. Being creative allows children to
make connections between areas of learning and so extend understanding. This
area includes art, craft, music, dance, role play and imaginative play.

Literacy (Reading and Writing)
Literacy skills are taught from when children join us in Nursery. These skills include
reading and writing. Hearing, acting out and re-telling stories as well as
opportunities for mark making are important in the development of these skills. An
awareness of letters and sounds will increase. The children will experiment with
pencils and crayons, sometimes giving meanings to their mark making..
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Key Stage 1 5-7 Years Old (infants)
When children leave the Foundation Stage after their reception year they enter Key
Stage 1. This stage lasts two years (Year 1 & Year 2) and ﬁnishes at the end of Year 2
when the children are all seven years old. The curriculum is topic based to keep
learning exciting and real.
In May of their ﬁnal year of Key Stage 1 children are assessed by their teachers in
English, Mathematics and Science, using National tests/tasks and evidence from
throughout the year. Results are reported to parents with the child’s annual record
of achievement. The children will also have a phonics test at the end of Year 1, with
the results being published in their annual report.
Children in Key Stage 1 study the Primary National Curriculum, religious education
and PSHE.

Lower key Stage 2 7-9 year olds (juniors)
Year 3 and 4 form Lower Key Stage 2. As we are a First School our last year group is
year 4 (age 9). We have a carefully thought out transition period to prepare our
children in which we liaise closely with their new schools. Children in Key Stage 2
study the subjects of the Primary National Curriculum, religious education and
PSHE. The subjects can be both linked as cross curriculum topics and taught
separately.

Primary National Curriculum

The following subjects are known as ‘foundation’ subjects; Design Technology
(DT), History, Geography, Art & Design, Music, Physical Education (P.E.) and
Computing. Religious Education (R.E) is also taught and based on the Hertfordshire
Agreed Syllabus.
We use skills from the Primary National Curriculum to plan our Topics. Nursery
and Reception are part of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) which is the
curriculum for 0-5 year olds.
The school has policies and schemes of work in all subjects. These are available to
parents on request.

Religous Education
The school conforms to the syllabus agreed by the Hertfordshire advisory
committee for religious education. The syllabus is mainly Christian in approach
but treats all denominations equally and teaches aspects of all World Religions
and faiths.
Parents have the right to remove their children from religious education and the act
of worship, which must be part of the daily assembly. Please put this in writing after
discussion with the Headteacher ﬁrst if you wish to exercise this right.

Foreign Languages
The study of foreign languages becomes compulsory at Key Stage two. We feel
that learning a foreign language is important and currently teach French in KS2.
We liaise with our main middle school to ensure that our teaching ﬁts with their
syllabus. In KS1 foreign languages are introduced through songs, rhymes
and games.

The Primary National Curriculum lays down what should be taught by every school
during compulsory schooling from Y1 to Y13 (ages 5yrs – 16yrs).
The following subjects are known as the ‘core’ subjects and will have more time
devoted to them than the others: English, Mathematics and Science.
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How do we teach at Roman Way Academy?
Contexts for learning: curriculum organisation

At Roman Way we recognise the importance of learning that is both meaningful and
memorable. We know that it is essential to make connections between different
subjects and to link learning, so that children see a purpose for the learning in each
lesson. As a result, we have introduced a ‘topic based’ curriculum across the whole
school. This means that learning is planned so that every subject is linked to an
overall theme, the Topic.
This way of working encourages ownership and develops children’s independence;
it also means that everything we do has a purpose and so we can celebrate
children’s work in meaningful ways. It is an exciting and challenging innovation and
one that all our children (and teachers) enjoy.

Effective Learning
Teaching for Learning

Effective learning is our overall term for the ways in which we teach and children
learn at Roman Way, through active participation, discussion and hands-on
experiences. Effective learning encourages independence, motivation, problem
solving, reﬂection, resilience, resourcefulness, social skills, enjoyment in learning
and thus, lifelong learners.
The purpose of this prospectus is to help you to know more about life and learning
at Roman Way Academy.
Good health is important to an effective brain
We will provide frequent and easy access to water
We will promote a healthy diet and regular exercise
We will encourage children to eat fruit and vegetables
We will teach children about healthy living.
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Learning is about making connections
We will show children the connections between what they are learning
now and what they have already learned.
Wherever possible, we will relate what we teach to children’s own
experience.
Relaxed alertness, not stress, is the best state for learning
We will work to develop children’s self esteem
We will promote learning through encouragement
We will develop social interaction, in a friendly and collaborative
classroom.

Charging Policy
Parents may be asked to make contributions towards the following:
Swimming
Some clubs/activities e.g. Cooking Club and clubs run by outside agencies
Day trips
Visits by theatre companies, music groups etc to the school.
Voluntary contributions to help cover the cost of additional activities.
These activities cannot take place without sufﬁcient parental voluntary
contributions. Please note that clubs run by outside agencies have their own
charging policies.

Children need to see the big picture
We will start each unit with an overview of what children will be learning
and doing
We will begin each lesson by showing how their work ﬁts into the big
picture
We will provide a broad curriculum so all children will be able to develop
their own strengths.
Teaching will be planned to address children’s different learning styles
We will provide a range of learning and teaching styles for all children
We will encourage and enable children to demonstrate learning in a variety
of ways e.g. drama, role play, discussion, diagrams, charts, lists, maps, dance,
debate as well as the more traditional forms of recording.
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Homework

The following table shows what you can expect in this school. We set homework to
suit the learning and purpose rather than slavishly follow guidelines.

Parental support is vital to children’s learning. It is proven that children who
establish an early homework habit, particularly those who learn with their parents,
are more successful at school. However, it is important to remember the need to
balance work and play activities. There must still be time for children to play, follow
hobbies and other outside interests.
All children will be encouraged to read /share books. DfES Guidelines for
Homework expect that every child will read, or be read to, for 10-20 minutes every
day. Parents have an important role to play by encouraging reading at home and
supporting our Home-School reading partnership. Children will choose a book to
take home each week. This will be recorded in their home reading book. All children
are expected to read every day.

Foundation

Reading, learning letter sound/ phonemes, word building
activities, research for topics, counting activities for
Maths development

Y1 & Yr 2

Daily reading. Some set literacy and maths tasks (e.g.
learning spellings, learning number bonds). Might also
include research into other subjects (e.g. ask Granny
what it was like at school in her day).

Y3& Y4

As KS1 but with tasks which require more time, planning
and thought. A review of reading at least 3 times a week.
In addition to regular reading, tasks are set which require
some time, planning and thought.

In Key Stage 1 and Lower Key Stage 2 we also give other homework. Typical
homework activities over the year may include:

Clubs
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Skills

e.g. tables, spellings, number bonds

Researching

e.g. ﬁnding out information (to use in a Context at
school)

Reading

for information, for pleasure, for practice

Presenting

working out ways to show learning e.g. through
dance, drama, pictures, giving a talk etc

Designing

e.g. .drawing and labeling, selecting materials

Making

e.g. constructing, building

Thinking

e.g. mind-mapping, listing, making notes, drawing

Child/interest led

e.g. home learning task decided by child, linked
to current topic

There are many extra-curricular school clubs run outside of school hours. These are
run either by school staff, who give up their time voluntarily, or by instructors from
outside school, when a charge is made. Clubs are very popular and often have to be
restricted to certain age groups or an agreed number. An up-to-date list can be
found on our website and newsletters.
There are various voluntary organisations in the area which the school actively
supports and would encourage children to belong to such as Beavers, Rainbows,
Brownies, Cubs and a wide range of sports clubs with which the school is linked.
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Bullying

Parents will be kept informed from an early stage to enable them to support our
discipline procedures.

Bullying tends to take place over a long period of time and is an issue which this
school takes seriously

Parents are able to read our Behaviour Policy on request and a copy of our Home
School Agreement is sent home to all parents as part of their information pack to be
signed and returned.

We always investigate allegations of bullying and take appropriate action.
If you believe your child is being bullied, contact the class teacher. If concerns
persist, contact the Headteacher without delay.

Discipline
We follow the Jigsaw scheme to support Personal, Social and Health Education
(PSHE). Good behaviour is important. Everyone at Roman Way First School is
expected to speak and act in a respectful manner and to work to the best of their
ability.
Children are encouraged to be aware of their responsibilities within the society of
the school, to be kind and considerate to others and to respect personal and
communal property. Assemblies are used to emphasise our expectations and
children are taught a carefully planned programme of PSHE lessons which include
behaviour for learning. We follow the S.E.A.L scheme to support our PSHE across
the whole school. It is a whole school approach which encompasses assemblies,
class based work and our school ethos. There is a different theme for each half
term.
For inappropriate behaviour in or out of the classroom, teachers may keep children
in at playtime or lunchtime under supervision. In addition, particularly for
consistently unacceptable behaviour within the classroom, children may be
removed to another class for a short period of time. For persistent offences, the
Headteacher will be involved.
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School Council
We have an elected school council made up of pupils from KS1 and KS2. They meet
regularly and raise money for charities and school projects. They support younger
children and make suggestions where things could be changed or improved.
Occasionally, representatives from other classes are given the opportunity to
feedback ideas and suggestions to the main School Council.

Responsibility
We aim to embed skills to help our children become independent in both learning
and everyday situations, enabling them to take on responsibility and stretch their
abilities whilst gaining conﬁdence. Children across the school have the opportunity
to be a Rocket Leader for their class. Rocket Leaders fulﬁl the ‘monitor’ role and
provide an early opportunity to experience responsibility and citizenship. This is
extended in Key Stage 2 allowing the children to take on roles such as ‘Buddies’,
‘Eagles’ and ‘Ofﬁcial Helpers’ in Year 4.
These skills are also embedded throughout the school through the curriculum and
our Personal, Social, Health and Emotional (PSHE) curriculum and whole school
ethos which includes social and emotional aspects of learning (SEAL).
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Inclusion
Roman Way Academy is an inclusive school. Learning for all children is given equal
priority and available resources are used to maximum effect. Everyone is valued
and diversity is seen as a rich resource to enhance and support the learning of all.
At Roman Way we have named staff who are dedicated to a wide variety of
intervention programmes. These programmes focus on one to one and small group
tasks that offer additional support for our children in areas such as maths, reading,
writing and social aspects of learning. Information about provision is shared with
parents at our parent consultations and during dedicated termly review weeks. If
you wish to see a copy of our provision map please speak with the Headteacher
(Mrs. Baxter) or our Inclusion Co-ordinator (Mrs Shah).

Finding Out About Your Child
In the autumn and spring term parents are invited to attend a parents’ consultation
meeting to discuss their child’s education and progress. There is also an open
afternoon to discuss the end of year report and celebrate the year’s achievements.
At any other times please do not hesitate to come into school and talk to us, usually
a discussion with the class teacher will give you the information you need.

appointment. The Headteacher is often out on the playground before and after
school and is happy to chat about queries, ideas, make appointments and generally
listen.

Speaking to Teachers
Generally there is time to give a quick message to teachers or teaching assistants
before class starts. If you wish to see a teacher for a longer time, please arrange a
speciﬁc time before school with them, or contact the ofﬁce for an appointment. In
this way the teacher can see you at a mutually convenient time and you will be free
from interruption.

Complaints
If anything is bothering you at all, as above, please make an appointment to see the
Headteacher if you have already spoken to the class teacher and the issue is not
resolved. Things can usually be settled amicably in this way.
If you wish to make a complaint against the governing body or Hertfordshire
Education Services there is a leaﬂet entitled “Complaints Procedures” which is
available from the school ofﬁce.

Speaking to The Headteacher
The Headteacher is always pleased to see parents. For quick visits it is perfectly all
right to “pop in”. The rule is that if her door is open (and it usually is) she can be
interrupted to either see you then or make an appointment. If the door is closed, or
if you want a longer appointment, please contact the school secretary for an
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Uniform
Pupils are expected to wear school uniform. Items can be ordered or bought
second hand from the ofﬁce. You can also buy many of the items at major retailers:
white shirt, blouse or polo shirt
purple or grey sweatshirt, cardigan or jumper with our school logo
grey trousers, grey skirt or culottes/long shorts for girls
grey trousers or shorts for boys
purple checked summer dresses
black tracksuit (outdoor PE)
safe, sensible black shoes or all black trainers
sun hats/caps
sandals with covered toes and a back strap (worn with socks).
Please note: no jeans, no jewellery, including earings, no tattoos, no attached hair
pieces, no nail polish.
Although we have no dress code for coats, we would like to point out that light
coloured coats or those with reﬂective bands or strips are safer in the winter when
it is dark by home time.
All children will need to bring a coat and appropriate footwear to school for outside
work and play. We use the outside environment as part of our teaching and
learning and the correct clothing is vital if this is to be effective.

Roman Way Academy
Burns Road, Royston
SG8 5EQ
Telephone 01763 241535 · Fax 01763 244676
EMail admin@romanway.herts.sch.uk
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Head Teacher P Baxter
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